
Alton L. Biggs Biology Teaching Excellence Award 
 

Alton Biggs is the founding president of the Texas Association of Biology Teachers (TABT). He 

has long been a valued friend, mentor and leader of biology teachers in Texas, the United States 

and internationally. Alton taught biology and a variety of other science courses in the Texas 

public schools for more than thirty years, has co-authored textbooks used by thousands of 

students and teachers, and provided professional development at hundreds of school districts. He 

has dedicated himself to his teaching and to the professional development of teachers. 

He has served TABT since its inception in 1985 and remains involved in TABT, still serving on 

its board as Appointee of the President and Computer Records Clerk. In addition to his dedicated 

service to TABT, Alton is active in the National Association of Biology Teachers (NABT) where 

regularly attends the annual NABT conference. He has served on NABT’s Board and many 

committees, is a past president and Honorary Member. Additionally, Alton is the only two-time 

Texas Outstanding Biology Teacher Award (OBTA) recipient. 

Greatly valued by his TABT and other biology teaching colleagues for his expertise, patience 

and humor, Alton has received all possible recognitions from TABT including Honorary 

Membership. To honor him, TABT offers the Alton L. Biggs Biology Teaching Excellence 

Award annually. Preference is given to candidates with a record of excellent classroom teaching 

and service to professional teaching organizations. 

  

1. This award is designed to foster excellence in biology teaching and involvement in 

professional development organizations, including TABT.  

2. To be eligible, applicants must teach life sciences in Texas.  

3. Applications are available at the TABT booth at CAST, on the TABT website at http://tabt.us, 

or by contacting Lee Ferguson (mrsleeferg@gmail.com). 

4. Applications and recommendation must be submitted by the same deadline as for the Texas 

OBTA and the winner(s) will be announced at the annual TABT Luncheon. 

5. Applications will be reviewed and a winner chosen by members of the TABT Awards 

Committee. 

6. Recipients will receive a complimentary one year membership TABT and a monetary award 

decided each year by the TABT Board. 
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